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Synopsis

Michel Foucault was one of the most influential philosophical thinkers in the contemporary world,
someone whose work has affected the teaching of half a dozen disciplines ranging from literary
criticism to the history of criminology. But of his many books, not one offers a satisfactory
introduction to the entire complex body of his work. The Foucault Reader was commissioned
precisely to serve that purpose.The Reader contains selections from each area of Foucault’'s work
as well as a wealth of previously unpublished writings, including important material written especially
for this volume, the preface to the long-awaited second volume of The History of Sexuality, and
interviews with Foucault himself, in the course of which he discussed his philosophy at first hand
and with unprecedented candor.This philosophy comprises an astonishing intellectual enterprise: a
minute and ongoing investigation of the nature of power in society. Foucault's analyses of this
power as it manifests itself in society, schools, hospitals, factories, homes, families, and other forms
of organized society are brought together in The Foucault Reader to create an overview of this

theme and of the broad social and political vision that underlies it.
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Customer Reviews

Michel Foucault was one of the most influential thinkers in the contemporary world, someone whose
work has affected the teaching of half a dozen disciplines ranging from literary criticism to the
history of criminology. But of his many books, not one offers a satisfactory introduction to the entire
complex body of his work. The Foucault Reader was commissioned precisely to serve that purpose.

The Reader contains selections from each area of Foucault’'s work as well as a wealth of previously



unpublished writings, including important material written especially for this volume, the preface to
the long-awaited second volume of The History of Sexuality, and interviews with Foucault himself, in
the course of which he discussed his philosophy at first hand and with unprecedented candor. This
philosophy comprises an astonishing intellectual enterprise: a minute and ongoing investigation of
the nature of power in society. Foucault’'s analyses of this power as it manifests itself in society,
schools, hospitals, factories, homes, families, and other forms of organized society are brought
together in The Foucault Reader to create an overview of this theme and of the broad social and

political vision that underlies it.

Michael Foucault was one of the most influential thinkers in the contemporary world, someone
whose work has affected the teaching of half a dozen disciplines ranging from literary criticism to the
history of criminology. But of his many books, not one offers a satisfactory introduction to the entire

complex body of his work. The Foucault Reader was commissioned precisely to serve that purpose.

| needed to use portions of this book for references in writing a thesis on ethics. The book itself is
confusing if you're not familiar with Foucault, otherwise, it's a great reference. The shipping was on

time and the text was new as described.

Foucault is an incredible thinker and foundational to many areas of study. This reader contains texts
that you could easily find elsewhere, but serves as a good "best of" kind of album. If you are looking
for a broad introduction to his ideas this is as good a place as any to start, particularly for

undergraduates or casual readers.

It's a great book, with a stellar introduction by Paul Rabinow. | may disagree with Focault’s

philosophy, but he has my respect and he is never not interesting.

Excellent book to help understand Foucault

Essential book for historians,

If you’re wondering about Foucault, this is a great book to pick up. Not all of the concepts make

sense immediately, as it is a reader and Foucault is complicated, but it’s still worth a look. Pick out

some favorite chapters and then read further.



This is a great complement to Foucault’s work. | recommend it as a supplement for sources of
criticism and support of Foucault’s work. It does not stand alone in describing Foucault’s purpose

but again a good supplement to help navigate his works.

foucault. Who doesn’t want to read this?
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